Isolation of HIV from Israeli patients and asymptomatic carriers.
Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV 1) strains were isolated from peripheral blood lymphocytes of eight homosexual men (two asymptomatic and six with lymphadenopathy syndrome) and of the wife of an AIDS patient with AIDS-related complex. All except one had antibodies to HIV in their serum. Virus isolation was carried out by cocultivation of the donors' peripheral lymphocytes with HUT-78 cells or with phytohemagglutinin-stimulated normal cord blood lymphocytes. Identification of the virus was based on detection of specific cytopathogenic effects, determination of reverse transcriptase activity, specific immunofluorescence and Southern blot analysis of HIV proviral DNA in the infected cell cultures.